Welcome to Sebeya

Sebeya is a village of around 9,000 people, in the dry, arid north of Ethiopia. Most of
the people of Sebeya make a living through farming. They grow crops such as maize,
wheat, barley and sorghum.
The majority of people in Sebeya are Orthodox Christians, but there is a strong group
of over 800 Catholics. Meskel (the feast of the finding of the True Cross) and New
Year are the biggest holidays in Sebeya.
There are four government schools and one Catholic school in the village. The single
local health centre is run by the government.
The village has a relatively short rainy season. A lack of clean water, reservoirs and
canals for irrigation and limited access to roads and transportation are the main
challenges for villagers.

Fast Facts: Ethiopia
• A population of around 85 million.
• More than 80 per cent of people live in
rural areas.
• Amharic is the official language but
over 80 indigenous languages are
spoken including Tigrinya by the people
of Sebeya in the Tigray region.

• Home to around 80 ethnic groups,
the two largest being the Oromo and
the Amhara.
• Dallol, on Ethiopia’s northern tip, is
one of the hottest places on earth.
The temperature in June can peak
at 47 degrees centigrade.
• One of the fastest growing non-oil
economies in Africa. Coffee is a
Major export.

The parish
Abba Solomon Beyene is parish priest of Sebeya
Holy Trinity Church. He has been serving the
community in Sebeya for the last three years.
Around fifty people attend Mass every Sunday.
The Catholic community comes together on 7
January to celebrate the festival of Holy Trinity.
People brew tela (a type of local beer), and bring meat to share. People from the
Orthodox community often join in the celebrations and festivities.

Fact File: Christianity in Ethiopia
• Christianity was adopted in the fourth
century, making Ethiopia one of the first
Christian regions in the world.
• Today, around 44 per cent of the
population is Orthodox Christian.
• The Orthodox calendar has 12 months of
30 days each, plus a thirteenth month of
five or six days.
• Ethiopia celebrates Christmas on 7
January and New Year on 11 September.

Meet the people
Abba (Father) Solomon
Abba Solomon, 32, the local Catholic priest, is full of
energy and enthusiasm for his community. Ordained in
2006 in the Catholic Cathedral in Adigrat, Abba Solomon
has lived with and served the Sebeya community for three
years.
“I was born and brought up in a rural village. I grew up herding cattle and goats. My
mother was keen to see me get married and have children. My father was different. He
encouraged me to pursue my interests and not to have regrets.
I became a priest in 2006. I have never regretted this. I remember what my father
said to me. He taught me to give myself to God and priesthood.
“Every day I see heart-breaking stories. People
come to me and tell me their problems and
their challenges. There is a shortage of farmland. It doesn‟t rain enough to grow crops. The
rain either comes late or stops earlier than the
crops need it. Families can‟t plan for the future.
“The difficulties are worse for young people and
women. It seems that young people have no
future here. There is a shortage of farmland: if
you don‟t have farmland you can‟t start your
own family, and parents don‟t have enough
land to share with their children. Young people are leaving home and migrating to the
Middle East.
“The problem with water puts more pressure on women and girls. They are
responsible for fetching water, and have to wait in long queues to get water, or walk
long distances to find it.
If water points and irrigation are introduced
and strengthened, more families will grow
vegetables and plan properly for each year.
This will give them hope that they can survive,
and it will help to keep young people in the
community and stop them from migrating to
look for work.”

Meet the people
Nigisti Hailemariam Tesfamariam
Nigisti is 55. She has five sons and a daughter. Her sons
have all left home, her daughter still lives at home and
helps Nigisti with the farm.
Nigisti has lived in Sebeya all her life and treasures her environment: “I like Sebeya
and the community. It is my birth place. My neighbours are very peaceful and friendly.
We share what we have. We have coffee together every morning.”
Her husband died in the war with Eritrea – Nigisti

“If my children came remembers the time well:
home, I would say to
them: „Don‟t go
“A neighbour came to me crying, „You woman, you are
away from me again! dead ! You woman, you are dead!‟ She was right, I was
dead. A woman without a husband and six weak children
Stay here with me...
without a father is dead.
We will share what
we get.‟‟
“I fainted and didn‟t gain consciousness until the evening.”
Her aim for the future is to keep her farm and to ensure that her daughter has a good
future by making a business out of what they grow. She would also like to see a time
when all of her children are with her once again:
“If my children came home, I would say to them: „Don‟t go away from me again! Stay
here with me and work with me. We will share what we get. Work here and eat what
we produce.”

A verse from Psalms 28:6: 'May the
Lord be praised for He has heard the
sound of my pleading' which hangs
on the wall of Nigisti's home.

Meet the people
Teemt Hailesillasse Gebremikael
Teemt, 24, is a young mother. She married Alem Fitwi
Gebrekidan two years ago and moved to Sebeya to be with him. At age 16 Teemt
married a man called Haftom and had a son, Maebel. In 2006 Haftom decided to try
and find work in Saudi Arabia. He was travelling with seven other young people from
their village, when their boat was overturned in the Red Sea, killing all but one of the
passengers.
“A young man from my village, who left with my husband for Saudi Arabia called my
family together and told us of the death of my husband. I fell to the floor. When I
regained consciousness, the first thing that came to my mind was how to raise my son
as a single mother.
“Nothing is happy for a single mother. I cannot do all the jobs a man does, I cannot
plough land, but to survive I had to produce crops from a farm. I moved back to my
parents, I depended on them for everything.”
Life changed again for Teemt two years ago when her parents arranged for her to
marry Alem. She moved to Sebeya and they built a house for their family: Teemt,
Alem, Maebel and Alem‟s two sons Tsegaye and Hermon. Five months ago Teemt gave
birth to a daughter, Semret.
“I married Alem when Maebel was almost six years old. He says to me I am the woman
of his dreams, because we have many things in common. We listen to each other, we
make decisions together and we work together. We would be happier if we could produce enough for our children‟s food and education.‟‟

“Sometimes the water supply
is cut off for up to seven
days. Then we have to fetch
water from a river an hour‟s
walk away. The river water is
not clean.‟‟
Teemt‟s eight-year-old son Maebel, from
her first marriage, doing his homework.
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Meet the people
Selamawit Gerezigiher Kidane and Alem Gebrekidan
Selamawit and Alem are a married couple from Sebeya. They
have one child, a daughter. Having a family in Sebeya means a
lot to Alem. When he was 15 he, like many young people from
the area, travelled to the Middle East to find work.
“I lived in Saudi Arabia for three years before I was married. I travelled there
illegally, it was a very dangerous journey. I saw people drowning; I saw people
dying in the desert. When I returned, I started my own family. I named my
daughter Mebrhit, which means my light. My life was transformed from darkness to
a new light.
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“I don‟t have farmland of my own. I work on my
parent‟s land, and grow vegetables twice a year.
I sell most of the vegetables to the local market,
but I would be happier if I could get more money.
I don‟t think the price I get is fair when compared
with my effort, labour and money invested in growing
the vegetables. Sometimes the market doesn‟t absorb
the produce and the vegetables perish.”

“I love Sebeya
because the people
here are very good,
because it is my
place of birth and
because it gave me
a beloved husband.”

As is the case across Sebeya, Selamawit and Alem are worried about the availability of water. Selamawit explains how life is limited by water availability.
“Without water we cannot live as human beings. We drink water, we use it to water
our crops, vegetables, fruits and animals. We use water for sanitation, and to wash
my daughters‟ diapers. If there were no water in Sebeya, there would be no life in
Sebeya.”
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