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Sharing lives across the world
CAFOD has worked with partners in
Peru since 1968.
Peru is a beautiful, varied country,
with deserts, rainforest, and high
mountains.
Like much of Latin
America and the Caribbean, it is
rich in natural resources.
Nearly a quarter of the population
in Peru lives below the poverty line,
with most of the poverty in rural
areas.
Peru is the third most vulnerable
country in the world to the impacts
of climate change.
Peru is home to 70% of the tropical
glaciers in the world, however since
the 1970s an estimated 40% of
glacier coverage has melted in the
Cordillera Blanca mountain range in
Peru.

Peru at a glance:
Peru is situated on the
west coast of South
America.
•

• It has a population of
30.97 million (World Bank
2014).
• It has a tropical climate,
with wet and dry seasons.
• The official language is
Spanish, but there are
several indigenous
languages, including
Quechua and Aymara.
• 22% of people live in rural
areas.
• The majority of Peruvians
are Roman Catholic.
• St Rose of Lima is the
Patron Saint of Peru.
• St Martin de Porres is
another famous Saint from
Peru.

Cruz de Mayo Community

• Peruvian exports include
copper, gold, lead, zinc, tin,
iron ore, silver; coffee, fruit,
vegetables, textiles, and
fish.
CAF3267

Our Partners
We work with partners across Peru who are helping
communities to be active in local and national
decision making processes that affect their daily
lives.

Above: Cruz de Mayo

CEAS:
CEAS is the Peruvian Church
Social Action Commission. We
are supporting their work with
the Cruz de Mayo community
who are standing up for the
protection of their environment
and water.

Columban Fathers:
The Fathers have worked in
Peru since 1951. They work
with some of the poorest
communities in and around
Lima to build a strong lay
church with social justice at its
heart.

Above: Fr. Ed, saying Mass in the Columban
parish Our Lady of the Missions, in Lima

Warmi Huasi
One of the organisations set up by the Columban Fathers
is Warmi Huasi. The name is Quechua (an indigenous
language in Peru) meaning "Woman's Home". We are
supporting their work with children in Lima.

Meet the narrators
Adán
Adán lives in Cruz de Mayo, with
his wife and baby. He is young,
energetic and sociable, and deeply
committed to the community and
its well-being. He is building a
home for his new family and is
happiest when surrounded by
family and friends. He is proud of
where he lives, saying:
"the community of Cruz de Mayo is
very beautiful. Where the water
flows there are lots of trees
offering shade, and you can walk
there and think.“
At 26, Adán was elected President
of the Water Users Committee for
the area, a role which he held for
five years. It was a challenging
role as the committee represented
the community and the local town
and the fertile valley. Adán had to
lead them all through difficult
negotiations
with
a
private
international
hydro-electric
company, and the Peruvian State
over the management of Lake
Parón.
As President of the Water Users
Committee, Adán learnt a lot
about water management with the
support of our partner CEAS.
Recently his term as President of
the Water Users Committee ended,

Above: Adán in the house he is
building for his family
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"The environment goes hand in
hand with human life. If we
damage the environment, we
damage ourselves too."
Adán dreams of a time when
girls
and
women
in
his
community have the same
opportunities as boys and men:
"As I see it, men and women
have the same worth; we are
equal and we have equal claim
to freedom and other rights.
Equality is what matters - men
and women as equals. This will
help
the
community
to
progress."

“Without water
here, there wouldn’t
be life”

Meet the narrators
Flor
Flor is 36 years old. She lives in
Cruz de Mayo, where she was
born, and has lived all her life.
She is a farmer, growing food for
her family and flowers to sell.
She has two sisters and four
brothers, but she is the only one
who has stayed in Cruz de Mayo.
Her parents live here too. She
has five children. Her eldest son
is 21 and now lives in Lima. Her
other children all still live with
her. Flor’s husband died 12 years
ago, just after her youngest
children, twins, were born, and
she has brought up her family
herself since then.
Flor loves living in Cruz de Mayo.
She says,
“Look how beautiful it is here:
our landscape and the nature.
Day or night we can step outside
into a shining world”.
She is passionate about
protecting the environment where
she lives:
“Our environment will stay like
this because we are fighting for it.
It is important to defend the land
for our life, for our right to life, for
our
children,
our
great
grandchildren, our families.”

Flor wakes up at 1:30am on market
days (Wednesdays and Sundays) to
sell her carnations in the local
market.

The community of Cruz de
Mayo is working hard to protect
Lake Parón – an important
water source for them. The
land here is also rich in
minerals
which
mining
companies are keen to extract,
so they are also learning about
the impacts of large-scale
mining on local communities so
they can negotiate the land use
as equals.

“It is great that you are
supporting us in our
struggle to look after our
environment.”

Meet the narrators
Santos
Santos is 50 years old and was
born in Cruz de Mayo. He is a
farmer, and has eight children.
Santos has seen lots of change in
his community, such as roads
and
more opportunities
for
children to study for longer, but
he is worried for the future of the
land
and
water.
Mining
companies would like to start
work in the area, but the
community is concerned about
the impact this may have on the
local
environment.
A
hydroelectric company uses the
lake that is an important source
of water for them and people in
the nearby town and valley.
CEAS have worked with the
community to help them to
negotiate the management of the
lake with the company.

"When it comes to the water
and the mining, we think
sadness is coming sooner or
later. It's not just about today,
we have to think about our
children"
Santos is very resilient. In the
past, he dug a small reservoir
on his land to save water. He
also goes to the community
assembly meetings, where they
discuss and agree how to look
after their best interests.
Santos explains, "Now we
monitor the quality of the
water, so that we know how it
is before any mining takes
place."

“Without God neither
work, nor our
problems will go well”

Meet the narrators
Milka
Milka is the Coordinator of our
partner Warmi Huasi. Driven by
a deep faith and strong sense of
social justice, Milka is dedicated
to leading the Warmi Huasi team
in its efforts to ensure that
children in Lomas de Carabayllo
can grow up in an environment
where they can thrive. In return,
she feels her faith is deepened:
"When I am here, I am filled with
God by the children.
The
children give us so much of God,
the women too.“
“We want to offer education,
skills-building, training that will
serve people for life and enable
them to be active citizens.”

"I send my thanks and
eternal affection to you,
who live in solidarity with
us. We may not know each
other in person, but you
hold us in your thoughts
and prayers. Thank you."
“I find a lot of value in
the act of praying, in the
liturgy, and the mass.
It’s very important for
me in my life. But it has
little meaning if it is not
also accompanied by
some kind of concrete
action. The one
nourishes the other.”

"People here are so friendly and full of solidarity. We love to share.
If you ask someone here for a glass of water, they won't just give
you water, but lemons and sugar too to make lemonade. This is
what I love about Peruvians, this ability to make every effort to help
others."

Meet the narrators
Fr. Ed – a.k.a Padre Lalo
Fr. Ed, also known as Padre
Lalo by his parishioners, is a
Columban priest. He first went
to Peru as a newly ordained,
missionary in 1973.
Fr. Ed’s parish in Lima is called
Our Lady of the Missions. It is
a large and vibrant parish. So
large that there are several
chapels in it.
When the
Columban Fathers started their
mission here, it was a place of
great poverty. Fr. Ed and the
Columban Fathers set up
Warmi Huasi to help families in
the parish.
Today, many young people in
the parish now have the
chance to go to university. Fr.
Ed and his fellow missionaries
decided that the social work
they had started in the parish
could be extended to other
parts of Lima where people still
live in poverty. This is how
they decided that Warmi Huasi
would start to work in Lomas
de Carabayllo, on the outskirts
of Lima.

“when we have had big events
in the parish, we have taken a
collection supporting the work
of Warmi Huasi. So a lot of
the parishioners know about
Warmi Huasi. We have also
had a collection of secondhand primary and secondary
books for the libraries and
homework clubs.”
“There is a lot to share between
local churches here and local
churches back home (in England
and Wales).”

Meet the narrators
Amparo
Amparo has two grown up children
- a son and daughter. It has been
her lifelong dream to get her
Education Degree. Twice she has
started, but she interrupted her
studies, first so she could look after
her elderly parents, and then
putting her children's needs first.
"I still believe that one day I will
finish my studies. Age is no barrier
to study, when I am so motivated."
"Miss Amparito" is employed as a
tutor for one of the Warmi Huasi
homework clubs. The homework
clubs
are
run
by
local
neighbourhood groups, with the
support of Warmi Huasi and
CAFOD.
Amparo says, "As well as providing
academic support, I try to teach
the children values, such as
respect, solidarity, love, help, and
above all sincerity.“
"Warmi Huasi is making a big
difference
providing
academic
support for children. They also run
children's workshops and teach
them about their rights. They help
them if they are being badly
treated or have difficulties."

Amparo outside the homework club
where she works for Warmi Huasi

"My Dad used to tell me, "If
you love children you have
Jesus at your side."

Did you know?
Amparo means help,
shelter, protect - what
an appropriate name
for a Warmi Huasi
tutor!

Amparo at work in the homework club.

Meet the narrators
Dany
Dany is a teenager, living and going
to school in Lomas de Carabayllo.
She believes teenagers have a lot
to contribute to their communities.
"I think our opinion is the most
important thing of all. Our opinion
is very important, as are our rights.
And we are willing to be involved in
things."
These words ring with sincerity.
Dany was elected by the other
pupils in her school to represent
them for a year as leader of their
pupils council. It was a challenging
role, but she embraced it fully, and
when she had to stand up to the
teachers or authorities, she felt
confident:
"If
I
challenge
something, it is always with the
truth. Sometimes I can feel afraid,
but if I am speaking the truth,
there is no need for me to be
afraid.“

They take their duties very
seriously, and work hard to
make sure the Reading Club is
a welcoming, friendly and
happy place for younger
children.
Dany has lots of ideas of what
she would like to do with her
life, but underpinning them all
is a strong call to service: "I'd
like to be a chef, an architect,
or a graphic designer.
An
architect: so I can help my
community; a chef to help my
country by creating dishes,
and graphic designer to help
my country by designing
campaigns."

In her spare time, Dany is
dedicated to volunteering at the
Warmi Huasi Saturday Reading
Club, which is run by local
teenagers.
"Don't be afraid. Get involved.
Yes, we can make mistakes, but
let's work for the good of
everyone."

Dany showing a child how to use a
glove puppet at the Reading Club.

Meet the narrators
Luz
Luz first came to know Warmi
Huasi when she joined in their
training with mothers on first aid.
Now, she works for Warmi Huasi
as an outreach and youth worker.
She migrated to Lima as a young
girl, as it was considered safer
than her own village during the
years of civil conflict, and that she
would have better prospects
there. Some years later, she and
her husband moved to Lomas de
Carabayllo, on the outskirts of
Lima. She says, "I like it in this
neighbourhood. I think it is a
good community, peaceful, there
isn't a lot of noise from the road.
It's quiet and you can relax.“
Luz noticed a big difference when
she first arrived in Lima. "I grew
up in the hills, so I love nature
because it makes you feel free.
When I first came to Lima, I was
shocked that in summer you
don't' see any plants. Everything
is dust, and this made me sad. I
love flowers, I have lots of
flowers. Maybe one day we will
build a bit more, but I always
want my garden with plants in it."

“What I really love about Warmi
Huasi is that it does something
for the children; it may not be
much, it may not be a financial
support, but the little children
we work with are going to grow
and develop and be different.”
One of Luz's key responsibilities is
to oversee the Saturday Reading
Club. She also supports the
Warmi Huasi Children's Council
which meets on Fridays.
"The idea is to form a Children's
Council that can
speak with
authorities like the town council
or provincial government. Then
children can stand up for their
rights using their own words and
organisation, to ask for things like
a
playground
designed
by
children.
Lomas is starting to
develop. There aren't roads and
pavements, parks and gardens,
so the Children's Council can
promote community development
from a child's perspective.”

“I work with children to help my community, because I see the need
for my community to grow, and children are my source of hope."
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