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We report back from Peru on what you
are helping to achieve through the
Connect2 Peru scheme, both in the
capital Lima and up in the High Andes.

Power to the children
In our Warmi Huasi project for children and
teenagers in Lima, children from five childled organisations took 12 of their own
proposals for social projects to the local
authorities (in the photo below).

A lasting change
The groups run by and for children
are now able to put their great
ideas to the authorities thanks to
a campaign success that you
helped make possible.

The children’s projects aimed to:
• improve the environment;
• eliminate violence towards children,
especially sexual violence;
• train parents in non-violent parenting;
• raise drug prevention awareness;
• make communities safer.
So far the local government is addressing
two of the children’s environmental
proposals - improving parks and better
rubbish collection.
The children encouraged their neighbours
not to throw rubbish into the streets, to
recycle more and to look after their plants.

“It was good to present our proposals to
the Mayor. It was a unique experience
and helped me to become a be;er
ci<zen.” Luis, 14

After lobbying by Warmi Huasi, childled organisations are now recognised
as having proper legal status. This
means that children and teenagers’
organisations will be able to identify
problems affecting them, then propose
solutions to local government and
access funding from them.
This is a really important step; it
means children and teenagers can
exercise their right to participate in
their local communities, as stated in
the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child.
Safe spaces
The project has strengthened the
children’s safe spaces such as the
reading club, the four homework clubs
and the San Benito Children in Action
Organisation.
To get children participating more
actively, workshops were run for both
adults and children on child protection,
family support and wellbeing, respectful relationships, good childcare and
first aid.

“We can be women leaders.”
Thank you for supporting the Cruz de
Mayo community in the High Andes
as they work to protect beautiful
Lake Parón, and find ways to boost
their income.
An important part of our work in Cruz de
Mayo has been to help women gain a
voice in the community. Most cannot read
or write, and are typically confined to
household duties.
Now they are learning about their rights,
how to help their community plan ahead,
and 25 are taking literacy classes.
“I take part in the Roundtable Dialogue to
protect Lake Parón”, says Maria (top
right). “Before the workshops I couldn’t
speak out, I was scared. Now I am much
more confident. We’ve also been learning
how to produce radio programmes. The
first time I spoke on the radio I was very
nervous, but now I feel I am a much
better communicator.”

“I have learned a lot about the rights of
women and how to protect the
environment and the lake. Now I know
that I have the right to have an opinion.
We can be women leaders.”
Some women have to fight even for the
right to attend meetings, as one explains:
“The men don’t want the women to go to
the workshops. They say, who is going to
cook our food and look after the animals?”
The confidence they gain from learning
new skills is transformative and is giving
them strength to improve their lives and
that of the community.

Water conservation
The right of local people to consent to the use of the precious
waters of Lake Parón is a major achievement, and our partner
continues to help them negotiate with the hydroelectric
company and the government. Water management expert
Paula (right) describes the progress made:
“It’s my job to train community leaders and authorities. Now
they know how much water is being taken from the lake, how
to take water samples for analysis and how to work the gates
that control the water.”
Your support has helped the community to reach these goals:
•
•
•
•

Maintain the water level of Lake Parón.
Finalise the water baseline study, analysing the water quality and quantity.
Ensure the irrigation network has sufficient water for everyone.
Hire a lawyer to review community rights around land tenure and water.

CAFOD’s partner CEAS is also helping the community plan how to market their
agricultural products and encourage tourism in this beautiful landscape. CAFOD’s work
with Cruz de Mayo is now drawing to a close and Connect2 Peru will concentrate on
the Warmi Huasi children’s project in Lima. Thank you for all your help and prayers.
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