Creation Celebration
Organisers’ Guide
“We need a conversation which includes
everyone, since the environmental
challenge we are undergoing, and its
human roots, concern and affect us all.”
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ #14

To organise your Creation
Celebration, just follow
these three steps:

>

 tep 1: Hold a Creation Mass to give
S
special thanks for the gift of creation
and pray for our common home

>

Step 2: Fill in a petition to the
Prime Minister calling for further,
faster climate action

>

Step 3: Share food after your Mass
and get your community talking
about how we should respond to
the climate crisis

Climate change affects our homes, our
health, our heritage and our beautiful
landscapes. Our community centres
where we meet, our sports fields where
we play and our places of pilgrimage
where we reflect and pray. Climate
change ruins the work we do to fight
poverty and to live better lives.

A Creation Celebration is a great
opportunity to bring your parish or
community together to act on the
biggest issue of our time – climate
change. We are all part of God’s
creation and we are called to care
for, protect and restore our common
home, the earth.

We have already made huge progress
on climate change and scientists
know more than they ever have.
But things are urgent now. Climate
change affects living creatures and
the beautiful world that God has
created. So, as Christians, we have a
part to play in the response.

By organising a Creation Celebration,
you will be joining a global Catholic
family, campaigning for change.
We have inspiring stories of climate
campaigners from all over the world
throughout this guide. You may like to
share these stories to motivate others
to join the fight.

Why act now?
Ten years ago, the UK Government took a global lead and passed
the pioneering Climate Change Act, committing us to reduce
carbon emissions by 80 per cent by 2050. But we’ve come a long
way since then and recent research by climate scientists has
stressed that this is no longer enough. We need to go further,
faster. Unless we make dramatic changes, the damage caused
by climate change will be irreversible.
We know that to avoid the worst effects
of climate change, we must limit global
temperature rise to 1.5C. Going above
this could multiply hunger, migration
and conflict.
We are calling on the UK to reach
‘net zero’ emissions by 2045 at the
latest, this means only putting the
same amount of emissions into the
atmosphere as we take out. This is

based on the science behind keeping
global temperature rise below 1.5C and
what we believe is fair and equitable.
Several countries, including France,
Norway, Sweden, Iceland and New
Zealand, have already committed to
reach net zero emissions between 2030
and 2050. The UK, as a global leader
on climate change, must join them to
revive our common home.

Did you know?
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The Pacific Climate Warriors are drawn from across the Pacific region and
represent grassroots, frontline and indigenous communities. With support from
around the world they build capacity among young people in their communities
and abroad to respond to climate change.

“There is that imagery of the canary in the coalmine. The Pacific is the
canary in the coalmine right now. So, we’re first to go, if nothing happens,
but eventually it’s going to affect you guys too if you don’t curb these
habits of consumption which is driving your addiction to fossil fuels.”
Joseph (left)
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Since 1990, the
UK has cut emissions
by 42%...

...while our economy
has grown by
two-thirds.

Green is the future!
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Why organise a Creation Celebration?

Step 1: Celebrate your Mass

To celebrate

Suggestions for your Mass

Pope Francis reminds us that our earth
was here before us and it has been
given to us freely, not to exploit, but
to care for. We need to reimagine our
common home - a precious gift given
to us by God. Not just for ourselves,
but for the world’s poorest people and
for those generations still to come.
By coming together for a Creation
Celebration, we can give thanks for
the gift of God’s creation – a gift we are
invited to enjoy together.

To talk
In order to overcome climate change,
we will need everyone to get involved.
The Creation Celebration is a way to
involve your parish and community
in a conversation about how to
tackle the climate crisis. Use our
stories throughout the guide and

our discussion questions on page 16
to spark conversation over your
shared meal.

To act
Responding to the cry of the earth
and the cry of the poor requires drastic
changes. These changes will impact
on how we behave as individuals,
communities and societies.
During your Creation Celebrations,
you’ll have an opportunity to ask
people to sign a petition (see pages
9-12). In it, we are calling on the Prime
Minister to support a by-2045 net
zero emissions target. This is a great
opportunity to rewrite the future of our
common home. Be sure to encourage
people in your community to sign the
petition after Mass or during the meal,
or ideally, at both!

These suggestions may be adapted for your own parish, group
or community. Ensure you have copies of the petition with you
after Mass and during the meal.
Why not:

> C elebrate the Mass by candlelight.
>H
 ave symbolic items around the church or on pews that
represent our common home, eg seeds or soil.

> C elebrate the Mass outside in nature.
Opening hymn

>H
 ow Great Thou Art
>H
 ere I am Lord
Announcement before Mass
Welcome to today’s Creation Celebration. We will give thanks for the gift of God’s
creation and be reminded that we share it with all. Please join us for a [mention
your meal plan] after Mass.

Prayers of intercession
We pray for the Church: that she may be a beacon of hope throughout the
world, reminding us all of our responsibility to care for and protect God’s
precious gift of creation. Lord, in your mercy...
We pray for the world, our common home: that through God’s grace we
may hear its cry of the damage done and be moved to protect it for future
generations to enjoy. Lord, in your mercy...

“Creation is of the order of love. God’s love is the
fundamental moving force in all created things”
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ #77

We pray for those people who are already facing droughts, floods and
storms: that God may grant them strength and hope for the future as they
work to adapt to the changing climate. Lord, in your mercy...
We pray for our parish and our local community: that through the grace
of God we may hear the urgent cry of the earth and of the poor and be
inspired to respond at this crucial time. Lord, in your mercy...
We ask for the prayers of Mary, Queen of Creation, as we say…
(Hail Mary)
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Symbolic items for the offertory

A short talk for your parish or group
Use at a convenient point at Mass or at your meal.
Hello everybody, my name is [
]. Today I am here to tell you a bit
more about why we are gathered for this Creation Celebration and about
CAFOD. CAFOD is the Catholic charity that helps the poorest, most hardto-reach people around the world. People who are facing drought, conflict,
disease, and injustice. We believe in a world where every woman, man and
child can flourish.

A bowl of soil and a bowl of
seeds to represent the gift and
abundance of creation

A globe to represent the earth,
our common home

To begin I’d like to share with you two quotes – one from Scripture, and one
from Laudato Si’ – Pope Francis’ letter on the environment:
“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” Genesis 1:31
“The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an
immense pile of filth.” Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ #21
The first quote from Genesis shows us that all the wonders of creation
come from God. Nothing was created without purpose. But as we hear in
the second quote, our beautiful earth has changed – we have plundered
the earth unthinkingly. We have forgotten that creation is God’s gift to us,
for us to treat with respect.

A plant from a community garden,
allotment or school garden project

Photos of your community already
helping to tackle climate change. For
example, through being a livesimply
community or by twinning with
another parish

If our suggestions don’t suit your parish, use something that represents
how your community celebrates creation.

Offertory Hymn

Communion Hymns

Recessional Hymn

>O
 Lord, all the world

> B lessed be God
>M
 y Jesus, My Saviour

> P raise my soul the King

belongs to you

>O
 ne Bread, One Body

of heaven

> Y ou shall go out with

joy (Trees of the Field)

You may like to use the short talk on the next page at the end of Mass to
encourage the congregation to sign the petition.
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We are seeing this played out, right now. From floods to forest fires, we
see the effects of climate change even here in the UK. We might enjoy the
warmer winters and hotter summers, but some of these changes to the
climate already pose severe threats – to our health, our homes, our heritage
and our beautiful landscapes.
At the same time, our sisters and brothers overseas face far more extreme
challenges. Along with droughts and floods, climate change will multiply
hunger, migration and conflict. Many of our global neighbours on the
frontlines of climate change are already living in poverty.
But our faith is one of hope and calls us to action. It calls us to refresh our
relationships with God, creation and one another.
We can find hope in the fact that we’ve started to make huge progress. The
UK Government passed the Climate Change Act in 2008 which commits us
to cut emissions. And In 2015, world leaders signed a global climate treaty
called the Paris Agreement.
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We should celebrate how far we have come together.
But there is still a long way to go. It is only by working together – as families,
parishes, countries and globally, that real change will come. We need
political and personal responses to this urgent threat we face.
You can begin that change today. Please sign a petition to the Prime Minister.
In it we are asking for the UK government to go further, faster on climate action.
We know that to avoid the worst effects of climate change, we need to reach
net zero global emissions as soon as possible. This means making sure that
the emissions we put into the atmosphere are no greater than the ones we
remove. It’s time we put an end to the UK’s contribution to climate change.

Joe says that they call themselves Warriors because they are changing the
narrative – from being ‘helpless victims of climate change, to protagonists
and fighters of climate change.’ He says that despite their vulnerability, they
are resilient.

Firstline address

I’d like to end my talk by telling the story of a climate activist called Joe.
Joe is a young man from Samoa, living in New Zealand. He is part of a group
of young Pacific Islanders called Climate Warriors who are fighting to save
their lands from the effects of climate change.

His message to us here at home is that we shouldn’t be afraid to speak to
our leaders. He reminds us that we have voted for them, and it’s our job to
hold them accountable for the decisions they make. The power we have to
make a change lies at our fingertips.

Thank you very much for listening and for your actions and prayers so far.
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Postcode

So please take a moment to sign the petition. [If speaking at Mass] I’ll be at
the back of church after Mass with copies. [If speaking at the meal] I have
copies available here which you can sign. We will share the number of
signatures with Number 10 to show our leaders how many people, parishes
and schools want them to act.

We are proud of the UK’s commitment made as part of the Paris
Agreement to endeavour to limit global temperature rise to 1.5C. This
will limit the worst effects of climate change on our health, homes and
communities and people living in poverty around the world. Will you
support a by-2045 net zero greenhouse gas emissions reduction target,
and enshrine this in law within the lifetime of this Parliament?

Name

CAFOD will not process the data of individual signatories. However, your contact details may be shared with your MP
who may then respond to you individually. They could respond to your physical address if you have provided this.

More individuals are making changes in their lives, eating less meat, or
giving meat up all together, switching to clean energy suppliers, recycling –
the list goes on. Here in [insert name] we have [give examples of community
changes eg livesimply, recycling facilities, public transport etc].

First name

Surname

R121211

R121207

CAFOD will not process the data of individual signatories. However, your contact details may be shared with your MP
who may then respond to you individually. They could respond to your physical address if you have provided this.

CAFOD will process the petition organiser’s information only and in accordance with the Data Protection Act (2018).
We’ll contact the organiser by post about campaigns, appeals and simple ways you can support people living in
poverty. If you do not wish to receive this post from CAFOD, tick here . Ticking this box will stop all post from CAFOD
except any CAFOD schemes that you have subscribed to. You can change your communication preferences at any
time by contacting us at cafod@cafod.org.uk or 0303 303 3030. For details, see cafod.org.uk/privacy

I have organised a Creation Celebration (Mass and/or meal)

Number of signatures:

Address:

Parish/group name:

Organisation

email address:

Please send me updates and the latest CAFOD campaigns by email:

Address:

Title

Petition organiser

Yours sincerely,

We are proud of the UK’s commitment made as part of the Paris
Agreement to endeavour to limit global temperature rise to 1.5C. This
will limit the worst effects of climate change on our health, homes and
communities and people living in poverty around the world. Will you
support a by-2045 net zero greenhouse gas emissions reduction target,
and enshrine this in law within the lifetime of this Parliament?

Dear Prime Minister,

Name

We are proud of the UK’s commitment made as part of the Paris
Agreement to endeavour to limit global temperature rise to 1.5C. This
will limit the worst effects of climate change on our health, homes and
communities and people living in poverty around the world. Will you
support a by-2045 net zero greenhouse gas emissions reduction target,
and enshrine this in law within the lifetime of this Parliament?

You can make photocopies of this petition and hand it out in
your parish or community after your Mass or shared meal. Keep
these petitions in a safe place due to the display of personal
details. If you don’t have a photocopier, you can download the
petition at cafod.org.uk/climate
Return completed petitions to: CAFOD campaigns team, Romero
House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 7JB.
Please send the petition back as soon as possible as we will be
regularly letting government officials know the number of
signatures we have received.

Firstline address
Postcode

CAFOD will not process the data of individual signatories. However, your contact details may be shared with your MP
who may then respond to you individually. They could respond to your physical address if you have provided this.

Step 2: Sign the petition

To maximize the impact of your petition, you could also take a photocopy of it
and post the second copy to your MP to let them know that their constituents
care about climate change. Download a template letter to enclose with it at
cafod.org.uk/climate
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Step 3: Share food and chat
about climate
After Mass, gather people together to share food. Catholic parishes are often home
to diverse communities, so we encourage you to invite different parish groups to
the event.
If you can’t find a time or venue after Mass, try booking your event on a different
day and advertising it during a Mass!

4 bright ideas to get people talking about
climate change:

In a mountainous district in the north of Lima, Peru, lies Lomas de Carabayllo. It is
one of the most polluted districts of northern Lima. The district suffers from illegal
dumping of waste, lots of mining (much of which is illegal), and a lack of public
parks and children’s play areas.
The area is blessed with a unique urban ecosystem, the Lomas de Primavera,
which is part of a chain of mountains known as Lima’s “green lung”. Despite
its ecological importance, the Lomas de Primavera is under threat from land
traffickers, illegally selling plots of land to people desperate to find a place to
live in the city. Mining companies are also threatening to invade this natural
environment, intimidating community leaders.

Gather together for a coffee morning and
a climate chat, rustle up some delicious
cakes and people won’t want to leave!

Stimulate your senses over a flat white
and climate brunch

Blankets and sun cream at the ready,
organise a climate picnic and a natter

If you’re feeling more adventurous, invite
people for a curry and quiz for the climate

Abigail is a member of her school’s eco-brigade. She has been involved in a tree
planting project in the Lomas, as well as clearing an area at school to create a garden.

“When I’m in the Lomas de Primavera I feel
happy because there are many plants here and
I help to plant more. It’s like what I do at home
but here there are lots of different plants, many
more than I have in my garden.”

Where possible, make your meal meat free!
Download examples of delicious recipes from Colombia and Bangladesh.

cafod.org.uk/climate
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Questions to guide your conversations
At your meal, print out these questions and leave them on tables. You
may like to make sure there is someone on each of the tables who can
get the conversation going. Have the petition ready for people to sign
after they finish the discussion.

Why not invite your MP to join you and
you can talk to them about why you care
about climate change? If your MP does
say they can attend, please email
mpc@cafod.org.uk and we can provide
you with advice on what to ask them.

1.	Father Edwin Gariguez, CAFOD’s partner in the Philippines said ‘if you
need to see if he [God] has love and care for you and for Creation, you
just need to see the sunset. I truly believe it is a wonderful thing and
you can feel the presence of God in the way he paints the picture.’

	
How have you seen God’s love reflected in creation? Do you have a
favourite nature spot you like to visit?

2.	Pope Francis said that ‘The Earth, our home, is beginning to look more
and more like an immense pile of filth’ (Laudato Si’ #21)
Where have you seen examples of this?

3.	Pope Benedict said: ‘The environment is God’s gift to everyone, and in

Grace dice

HEATING
the efficiency of
Could you increase
your heating?

THE SHED
useful things
Could you share
community?
like tools with your
library?
Perhaps a tool lending
on buying
Sharing cuts down
use.
things you don’t regularly

CAF6163

RECYCLING BOXES
boxes for
Why not provide recycling by local
covered
unusual items not
crisp packets,
councils e.g. plastic,
bottle tops or batteries?

BIKE RACK
riding to
Could you encourage
a safe storage
church by providing
space for bikes?

CELEBRATION
a meal to
HOLD A CREATION
at a Mass followed by
Bring your parish together
about climate change.
get your parish talking

WILDLIFE GARDEN
you think of
How many ways can
the garden?
to attract wildlife to

VEGETABLE GARDEN
or local land
Could you use church
community?
to grow food for your

The
ECOLOGICAL
CONVERSION
GROUP www.theecg.org

and glue down

cafod.org.uk/clima
te

How have you
seen
God’s love
reflected
in creation?

#21

Do you have
a
favourite nature
spot
you like to
visit?

How can you
use your
voice in the
UK to speak
out against
climate
change and
fight
to renew our
common home?

and glue down

We thank you
Lord,
for all we eat
And for this
place
in which we
meet.
Bless all those
who,
with their care,
Prepare the
food
that we all
share

and glue down

Laudato Si’

Where have
you seen
examples

Fold the flaps

“The Earth,
our home,
is beginning
to look
more and more
like an
immense pile
of filth”

Pope Francis:

Fold the flaps

Fold the flaps

Take a grace
dice to
before mealtimes use
and
continue the
climate
conversatio
n at home.

of what
your parish as a reminder off the
Put this poster up in
tick
to do and be sure to
you have committed
activities you have done.
we can share
have been doing so
Let us know what you
others. Email: livesimplyaward@
your work to inspire
step, your
taking this first
cafod.org.uk. After
apply for a
to go further and
visit
community may want
find out more information,
livesimply award. To
ly.
cafod.org.uk/livesimp

WRITE TO YOUR MP
you are doing
Let them know what
home.
to revive our common

CAR SHARE
could you share
If you need to drive,
people in your
a car journey with
are less able.
area? Especially if they

How do you
think our daily
consumption
choices
(i.e. the way
we eat and
what we buy)
impact on the
planet,
our common
home?

of this?

WALK TO CHURCH
a regular walk to
Could you organise
church Sunday?

	
How do you think our daily consumption choices (i.e. the way we
eat and what we buy) impact on our planet?

then the grain,

Amen.

parish.

APPRECIATING NATURE
outside the
Do you have an area
made pleasant
church that could be
and enjoy
for people to congregate
you plant
being outdoors? Could
a vertical
fruit trees? Or make
to walls or
garden? Add climbers
add potted plants?

of violence, exploitation and selfishness’ towards the earth.

First the seed,

Thank you, God,
for sun and
rain.
First the flour,
then the bread,
Thank you, God,
that we are
fed.
Thank you, God,
for all your care
Help us all to
share and share.
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has
down what your community
In this space, write
few things
may like to pick a
committed to do. You
own ideas as a
come up with your
from this poster or

CHURCH HALL
Does it serve
Is your hall open?
you host
the community? Could
sewing and
a sharing library,
cafe?
mending club or repair

LIGHTING
consuming less
Are there ways of
lights off?
electricity? Turn some

Fold the flaps

how your
a discussion about
Use this poster to inspire simple things to live more
a few
community can do
carbon.
sustainably and cut

and glue down

4.	Pope Francis calls us to ‘simply daily gestures’ that ‘break with the logic

countries.

FLOWERS
impacts of cut flowers?
What are the environmnetal
and regional
florist find seasonal
Could your local
an attractive
plants and trees are
alternatives? Potted
and money saving alternative.

PRAYER
include prayers
Could you regularly
common home
for climate and our
and in your
in your bidding prayers
prayer groups?

and glue down

Pope
of Pope Benedict and
crisis
Inspired by the teachings
responding to the climate and
Francis, we know that
– as families, parishes
requires working together
MEAT
make a huge
consumption could
Reducing your meat
events meat
explore making catered
difference. Why not
free?

and glue down

	
What would the world look like if we treated the environment as
‘God’s gift to everyone’?

Looking for more ideas for
your event:
Fold the flaps

our use of it we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards future
generations and towards humanity as a whole.’ (Pope Benedict XVI.
Caritas in Veritate, #48).

Cut out the
shape
(including the
flaps).
Fold along
all the dotted
lines.
Fold in the
flaps.
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5.	Communities in the Pacific islands are on the front lines of climate

change. Many are being forced to adapt to ever-changing and
dangerous weather conditions or flee their lands. Despite this, a
group of Pacific Islanders are leading the call for global climate action.
They don’t want to be seen as victims and use the slogan ‘we are not
drowning, we are fighting’.

	
How can you use your voice in the UK to speak out against climate
change and fight to renew our common home?
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Download a climate quiz
to help people learn
about the climate crisis.

Download a parish poster
with suggestions for
how your parish might
be able to cut their own
carbon emissions.

After your event, invite
people to take home
a grace dice to use
before mealtimes to
continue the climate
conversation at home.

Visit cafod.org.uk/climate for all of these ideas and more
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united kingdom

Next steps
The work continues after your Creation Celebration. Show your ongoing
commitment to revitalizing our common home and…

> p ray for change. Visit cafod.org.uk/prayers
> take a photo of your climate event. E-mail your photos to

campaigns@cafod.org.uk or tweet us at .@cafod. Don’t forget the hashtag
#ForOurCommonHome!

> if you’re feeling creative, why not make a number ‘0’ to symbolise net zero in a
creative way? You could make it out of recycled items, plants you’ve grown or
even yourselves! Send a copy to your MP or share your photos online.

> c ontinue your conversations at home using our Grace Dice. This is great way to
ensure every meal begins in fellowship, with each other and with God.

More resources:
30 CAFOD campaigners from around England and Wales went to Poland
in December 2018 to represent the Catholic community at a major UN
climate conference.
Passionate about tackling climate change, the group made the trip to call on
UN member states to call for the full implementation of the 2015 Paris
Agreement. They hoped that governments would show greater ambition to
restrict global temperature rises to 1.5C.

‘My experience in Poland was a massive eye opener
for both my faith and activism towards climate
change. The march united thousands of people,
all determined to achieve our common goal of
climate justice. Being in Poland with CAFOD has
motivated me to spread awareness of the real effects
of climate change on people’s lives and what we can
do to help them through our faith.’

Visit shop.cafod.org.uk or call
0300 011 5680 to order more free
resources including:

> A poster to advertise your event
> A poster with ideas for reducing your
parish carbon footprint

> A grace dice
> A printed petition

Visit cafod.org.uk/climate to download:

> A net zero factsheet
> More recipe ideas
> A climate quiz
> Prayers
> R esources for children and
young people

Want to go deeper with your parish?
Visit Global Healing, a video resource from CaFE: ourcommonhome.co.uk

“We are not drowning. We are fighting.”
Pacific Climate Warriors

Hannah, Diocese of Arundel and Brighton
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cafod.org.uk/climate
CAFOD, Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 7JB
The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development is the official overseas aid agency of the Catholic Church
in England and Wales. We are a registered charity (Charity no. 1160384) and a company limited by
guarantee (Company no. 09387398).
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