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Fix the Food System events
start happening in parishes
Fix the Food System events, based around our 7
stations activity, have started to happen in parishes
across the country.
St Francis de Sales parish in Portsmouth diocese
walked 1.5 miles across open countryside near the
church (left). As CAFOD volunteer Martha Vickers
reported, “Views of open fields and farmland seemed
the perfect setting for discussing our global food
system. Everyone who took part was very engaged
and we had some lively discussions. Most people asked for extra action cards
for their family and friends.”
Mary and Peter Johnson from Brentwood diocese (right) ran a session in their
parish for 14 people. As Mary says, “Peter and I took it in turns to share the
information in the leader’s guide. We posed the questions to the group and
this brought rich discussions. All agreed the session
was very informative. Refreshments at the end helped!’
In Northampton diocese, Parish Volunteer Coordinators Maggie, Theresa and
Ged (left) ran through the 7 stations activity together, to prepare them to
encourage other volunteers around the diocese to organise the activity in their
own parishes.

There’s still plenty of time to order your resources if you don’t already have them. You can look
through them online before you order. There’s a leader’s guide and a participants’ leaflet, and
from later in July we’ll have standalone cards to order too: cafod.org.uk/food

How the crises in Ukraine and East Africa show
the need to fix the global food system
We’ve heard lots in the news about how the Russian invasion of Ukraine is massively
disrupting global food supply lines. Russia and Ukraine are major exporters of key staple crops,
including wheat, barley and sunflower oil, and the conflict is affecting supplies of fertiliser, too, all
leading to higher food prices.
In East Africa, 20 million people are facing an acute food shortage. The region’s worst drought in four
decades has led to four failed harvests and the death of millions of livestock. Climate change means
that it’s far harder to grow food and keep cattle alive, and families have lost their ability to cope.
Both of these crises are happening in the context of a global food system that was already broken.
Over the past decades, priority has been given all over the world to growing a small number of
staple crops for export. This means that, often, the agricultural land of low-income countries is used
for growing crops that are profitable on the global market, rather than nutritious and varied food for
the local population.
This means that when these shocks happen, such as drought, conflict or global price hikes, the
supply of food to vulnerable communities is easily disrupted. Communities are reliant on food from
too few sources.
Our Fix the Food System campaign is about supporting vulnerable communities to develop resilience
over time. Read more at cafod.org.uk/food
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Update on our Business, Human Rights and Environment Act
campaign
So far over 2,600 CAFOD supporters have written to their MP to
call for a new Business, Human Rights and Environment Act.
Communities we work with around the world are experiencing
inequalities and exploitation, and this is linked to the activities of
UK companies.
Mariluz Uriana (right), a member of the Wayúu community in La
Guajira, Colombia speaks of her community’s experience of living
near the huge open-pit Cerrejón coal mine:
“We insist that European countries regulate the extractivist
companies that operate in La Guajira, Colombia, like Cerrejón. Our children already suffer from skin
problems like scratching, bronchitis, pneumonia and diarrhoea because of our pollution problem. We
are being trampled on by that company. We don’t have water because the mine is controlling all the
water. It has diverted 17 rivers and creeks. Cerrejón is harming us and damaging our territory, our
health, the environment, everything. We want our territory and environment to be respected and
safe.”
Thank you if you’ve already written to your MP. Please see cafod.org.uk/newlaw if you haven’t yet.

A prayer for Mother Earth
God our Father. With thanksgiving and love, we reverence your Holy Name.
We thank you for the gift of Mother Earth.
We thank you for the power you’ve given us to nurture and look after this
amazing gift.
We’re deeply sorry for our exploitation of this marvellous gift.
Even as we acknowledge our failings, we ask you Oh Lord that, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, you’ll raise up men and women who are ready and
willing to champion this cause.
We pray that we will work hard for the healing and restoration of Mother
Earth back to good health, to support humanity and all your creation.
Prayer from Father Augustine Ghado from St Bart’s parish, Norbury, south
London

Meet Petula…

Thank you to Bishop
Tom Neylon from
Liverpool Archdiocese
who recently signed an
action card to Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss.

Petula Nurse is a CAFOD volunteer from Wolverhampton. Last year,
she organised one of our biggest Parliament in your Parish
meetings with her MP, despite never having lobbied her MP before.
She explains why she campaigns with CAFOD.
“I feel it’s something I want to do to help those who may not feel they
have a voice. I think it’s great to inspire young people in particular to take
action and make them aware of social justice. People sometimes aren’t
aware of the impact of the way we’re living and how that affects
vulnerable people around the world. When you hear that people are losing
their homes because of climate change, it’s awful.
Campaigning does make a difference. You can’t just leave it to someone
else. You can be part of the change by voicing the injustice. Maybe
someone else will see you and think they can do something too. I’d never
met my MP before organising a big meeting with him last year, but I
thought I’d give it a go. It’s just one step at a time.”
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